Fallon Hicks, 12th grade student
Paxon School for Advanced Studies
As an award recipient of the AnnieRuth
Foundation’s 2021 Summer Internship Program, I
have been honored to gain such and amazing
opportunity in which i've been able to receive firsthand experience with a professional who already
works in the career field that I desire to become a
part of. My career aspiration is to become a family
attorney. Because of this, I was paired with attorney
Regina Wright of The Regina Wright Law Firm, PA.
Atty. Wright was able to assist me in seeing the
works of the City of Jacksonville's Court House.
Atty. Wright is a terrific attorney and I am so grateful
to have had her as my mentor.
During my experience, I learned so many things;
some of which I never knew existed. I was able to
go into the courtroom and listen to hearings; some
were extremely interesting and were very difficult to process. I learned about processes
and procedures one of which being, house arrest. I never knew that the person charged
is required to pay a weekly fee for the monitor. Something else I learned pertains to
persons who are out of jail on bond, who knew that the person must check-in with the
court for reasons such as wanting to travel to work. During my time with Atty. Wright, I
had the opportunity to examine court cases and even try to come up with my own method
of defense for the defendant. This experience helped me to understand that although you
have to put in numerous hours to prepare a case (which can be mentally draining), it’s
rewarding to know that you did the best you could to help someone navigate through the
legal system.
Being selected as a 2021 Award Recipient afforded me the opportunity to complete a sixweek experience in an established law firm. I was able to step ‘foot first’ into what life is
like from a practicing attorney’s point of view. The AnnieRuth Foundation’s summer
internship program has truly been instrumental in preparing me for my future.

